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An Investigation of the Relationship between Parents’ Early Reading Concepts and Pre-

school Children’ s Literacy Development

YANG Fan"? MIN Lan-bin" ZHANG Zi-han'

(1. College of Education Science ; 2. Xinjiang Research Center for Higher Education and Development,

Xinjiang Normal University, Urumugi Xinjiang 830017 )

Abstract: Parents’ perceptions of reading are important factors affecting children’ s literacy development. This study
explored the current status of parents’ early reading perceptions in terms of seven dimensions : educational efficacy, identity,
verbal engagement, reading comprehension, knowledge building, resource utilization, and environmental input ; and also explored
the relationship between reading perceptions and children’s literacy development by using the Literacy Development Scale ( LDS )
with 400 preschool children aged 3-6 years old. It was found that parents’ reading perceptions showed a positive overall trend,
but there was an imbalance in the development of different dimensions, with a lower level of beliefs in environmental inputs and
resource utilization, while differences in socio-economic status may contribute to differences in parents’ reading perceptions ; there
was a significant correlation between the different dimensions of parents’ reading perceptions and children’ s literacy development,
with reading explanations and environmental inputs playing an important role in predicting children’s literacy development. Based on
the above findings the study suggests the need to enhance parental perceptions of reading, strengthen support for families with low
socio-economic status, and emphasize the important value of environmental inputs, reading explanations, and positive influences.

Key words: Reading Concepts ; Family Social Economic Status ; Literacy ; Children
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