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Teaching as Cultural Practice: An Investigation of and Reflection on

Giroux’ s Border Pedagogy

DUO Qiang CHENG Liang-hong

( College of Education Science, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgqi Xinjiang 830017 )

Abstract: Teaching has been seen as knowledge transmission activities. From this theoretical perspective, knowledge
transmission is narrowly regarded as the entire purpose of teaching, weakening the cultural and practical attributes of teaching.
From the 1960s and 1970s, the critical educationists’ inspection and analysis of cultural practice in classroom teaching triggered
their perception and reflection on cultural phenomenon and cultural practice in teaching. This article aims to examine the theoretical
notions of Giroux, one of the important representatives of the critical education school, and his border pedagogical experiments,
presenting his understanding of the cultural practice of teaching so as to reflect on how to design curriculum teaching more reasonably
based on students’ existing cultural experiences, to break through the restriction of traditional knowledge teaching on students’
creative development, and to provide critical reference resources for cultivating moral character and cultural education through
cultural practice at the micro level of classroom teaching.

Key words: Cultural Practice ; Attributes of Teaching ; Understanding of Teaching ; Critical Education School
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